SERMON DRAFT
Text: Romans 8:28-39
Sermon: “Secure in God”

The Propers for this day, including the Epistle, are strongly unified in
expressing how precious we are to God and, therefore, how secure we are in
him.

How dramatically God is for us, not sparing his Son! It does not matter
which enemies Satan throws in our way or who accuses us; only one opinion
matters: that of the one who causes all things to work together for good, the
one who makes us conquerors by uniting us with him in his death and
resurrection, the one who spares nothing to make sure we will never be
separated from his love, the one who is God, for us.

Our text poses some life-changing questions for us to consider. We are all
familiar with some of the basic questions of life: who, what, where, when,

how, and why. These questions deal with the basic facts and information

important, but not always life changing.



Other questions are life-changing: What college will you go to? What do
you want to do when you grow up? Will you marry me? Then there are the
purpose questions: Who am I? Where am | going? What will become of me?
What is my purpose for being here?

Then there are the faith questions. Jesus asks, “Do you love me?” This
guestion is colored by another: “Do you trust me?” These are the sorts of
qguestions that will really change our lives, even our eternal life. It’s real life
changing questions that our text today raises.

The first question Paul raises in our text is simply this: “What then shall we
say to these things?” (v 31a). What things? “All things.” All things? You may
recall from last week’s Epistle that Paul talked about creation and we
ourselves groaning, suffering the effects of this sin-corrupted world and
longing for the glory that’s to be revealed in us in the future. Lots of things
aren’t pretty in this fallen world. What then shall we say in the face of those

things all those things, including the un-pretty ones?



Well, here’s what Paul says to all those things: “We know that for those
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose” (v 28, emphasis added).

We often quote this verse to encourage people who are suffering. When
we tell them that “all things work together for good,” we fail to make clear
that it is God who has power to bring good out of bad who transforms Good
Fridays into Easters. When we say, “all things work together for good,” it
sounds as if we believe “all things” to be good and that we’re counting as
insignificant the circumstances that caused their pain. Therefore, “all things
work together for good” comes across as a platitude, as if we were saying,
“Don’t sweat it it’s going to be okay.” We should not be surprised if the
sufferer dismisses our good intentions and dismisses us as spiritual caregivers
as well.

The real point of the verse is this: “We know that God works in all things.”
Or “God causes all things to work together for good.” God isn’t the cause of
bad things; we live in a broken world because of sin. God works in all things

for our good. That is good news.



To illustrate, the ingredients that go into a cake are not very tasty when
eaten individually. Flour, sugar, shortening, eggs, salt, baking powder, and
spices may not be something we want to eat one ingredient at a time. But mix
all of them together in just the right proportions and then bake the combined
mixture, and you have a delicious treat. Each event in our life is like one
ingredient in a cake. It may not seem good by itself, but when mixed by God
with other events, it will surely produce what is good.

God causes all things to work together for good. This means we can’t judge
the goodness of God’s work until his program is finished. Have you ever been
too hasty in testing the cake batter? Almost always the result is unsatisfactory.
Until God’s recipe for our lives is complete, we dare not judge God’s cooking.
So that’s the first thing we want to say about these things, all things.

The next life-changing question our text asks is “If God is for us, who can be
against us?” (v 31b). The question is not simply “Who can be against us?” You
could answer that one. Who's against you? Disease, inflation, exhaustion,
calamities, earthquakes, hurricanes, you name them. We can easily list our

foes. But that is not the question.



The question is “If God is for us, who can be against us?” More directly,
the thrust of the text is “Since God is for us.” Paul is saying that since God is
for us, it really doesn’t matter who’s against us. All our enemies could gang up
on us at the same time, and even operating together, they are no match for
God. Please say these four words with me: God is for us! Perhaps we should
say these four words every morning as we awake. This is how God is working
all things for good!

Now to the pivotal question: “He who did not spare his own Son but gave
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”
(v 32). How far is God willing to go for us? What limits has he placed on his
love of us? God has gone to the extreme limits for us. He did not spare his Son
but sent him to the cross for the love of us. We shout again, God is for us!

Here we go again with those words “all things.” Will he not give us all
things, not only all the things of our salvation? All things? Did God save us so
that we would be slaves to worry about all the things of this world? Would he

go to the cross for us and then rob us of the joy of living?



Why would he go to the cross for us and then turn a deaf ear to our prayers?
We can trust his Word, “all things.” We say again, God’s love is for us!

“Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?” (v 33). The prosecuting
attorney in the courtroom scene turns up the heat with his accusations. Our
answer: Since God is for us, what other opinion matters? Every voice that
accuses us, even our own voice, holds no court in the presence of a God who
spared nothing for us. We say again, God is for us!

“Who is to condemn?” (v 34). We go back to Romans 8:1: “There is
therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” There is
no one to condemn because God is for us. The only one who has the right to
condemn is Jesus; he has already answered the question with the offering of
his own life. Just think sitting next to God is the one who died for us. Our
defense attorney continues to speak to us. God is for us.

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” (v 35a). Paul makes a list
in order of increasing intensity. “Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?” (v 35b). This list is an exercise

in futility in full view of God’s love for us.



If we are moved by our sinful nature to believe the intensity of this list, our
great God invites us to take another look at his love for us. We die with him to
our sin, and we are raised with him. Nothing, “neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (vs 38—39), and since nothing
can separate us from Christ Jesus, God is for us the answer to all life-changing
questions.

Because God is for us, we can rise above every adversity, not merely cope,
but conquer. Because nothing, absolutely nothing can separate us from God,
because of his Son’s death and resurrection, we possess all things with him.
And we know this for sure because God is for us. Any questions? In Jesus’
name.

Amen



